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Dear Ms. Appel:

INTRODUCTION

I represent the Columbia River Crab Fishermen's Association (CRCFA) and one of its
individual members, William Rhodes, and these comments are made with their authorization and
on their behalf. CRCFA is a non-profit group organized under the laws of the State of
Washington, headquartered in Pacific County, Washington, near the mouth of the Columbia
River. Both CRCFA and Mr. Rhodes believes they qualify as an "Interested Party" because, as
set forth in greater detail below, CRCFA and Mr. Rhodes constitute a person, organization, or
other entity who can establish a legal, factual, or property interest in the Acknowledgment
determination, and they request an opportunity to submit comments or evidence and to be kept
informed of general actions regarding a specific petitioner. That specific petitioner is the
Chinook Indian Tribe/Chinook Nation (Chinook). Regardless of their Interested Party status,
CRCFA and Mr. Rhodes are certainly Informed Parties because they are an organization and a
person who requests an opportunity to submit comments or evidence and to be kept informed of
general actions regarding the Chinook's desire to be Acknowledged as an Indian Tribe, and both
CRCFA and its members, including Mr. Rhodes, "might be affected by an Acknowledgment
determination for the Chinook because they are located and operate their commercial fishing
businesses in the same community anda area in which the Chinook are located.

CRCFA and Mr. Rhodes are concerned about the proposed regulatory changes to the
extent they may allow a successful petitioner to argue that Acknowledgment includes acquisition
of fishing rights. We believe that the regulations need to make clear that forma!
Acknowledgment and the factual and legal bases for h cannot be used as evidence to secure
fishing rights that petitioner currently do not possess. If such rights are to be, or even may be,
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